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Abstract Thisarticlefocusesonrefel●entialpracticesataJapanesemidwifthouse，  

whereatpl・enatalexaminations，amidwiftpalpatesapregnantwoman’sabdomen  

With he［・hands，Withoutany assistance n．oman ultrasoundscanner．Themidwift  

onenl・efers to spots on the abdomenin palpation withlocative demonstrative  

expressions・Idemonstratethatwaysinwhichreftrencestospotsonthepregnant  
woman’sabdomenareaccomplishedaresubtlydifftrent，dependingontheaction  

Sequel－Cein whichtheyareembedded・ThedescrlPt10nOfreftrentialpracticesin  
whichthetouchingplaysanimportantrolehasconsequencesforthere－COnCePtu－  
alizatio110F hしLmaninteractionin general，andinteraction between medical  

PrOfessionalsandtheirclientsinmodernmedicalsettlngSinparticular・   

Keywords Actionsequenclng・ConversationanalysIS・Midwifehouse・  
Multi－SenSOl・yaCCOmPlishmentoFrefbrence・Normativestruc（ureofthebody・  

Palpation・Reftrentialpl・aCtice  

Introd11Ction   

The successin referenceto o旬ects，locations，aCtions andthelikeis crucialfor  

humanbeings【01ivewiththeirfe‖owhumansinthematerial，SenSibleworld．They  

needtograspwhateachothertalksabout，SeeS，hears，andtheliketodosomething  

togethel・．ln this article，Ielucidate some waysin which reftrence to o叫ects or  

ThisarticleisbilSedonthepresentこItionatthe2005LnternationalInstituteforEthnomethodologyand  

Convers乙ItionAnalysisConferenceinWaltham．USA・IbenefitedfromnlanyOftheusefulcommentsand  
SuggeバIionsprovidedthere・  
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